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illustrated. 1911 Excerpt: . . . trinity of spiritual life. The message of Christianity is the brotherhood of man. That
charity is the theme of this poem is not apparent at first. The poet, like the organist, begins doubtfully and far
away, and builds a bridge from Dreamland for his lay. The organist presented in the introductory stanza
represents the poets method of beginning far away and reaching his theme by gradual approaches. In fact this
stanza images a universal method of thought Always there is an approach to the definite through the vague
and indefinite. This stanza seems to stand apart and to have no connection with the theme. And it has no such
connection except as a hint and preparatory mood by which the reader may the more readily approach the
theme. The theme in the second stanza of the poem is the unconscious rising to higher life under the heavenly
influences that are daily about us through life; not merely, as Wordsworth had said, which lie about us in our
infancy. This theme is continued by way of more definite specification in the third stanza. Over our manhood
bend the skies, etc. , specifying the uplifting influences in the winds, the mountains, the woods, and the sea. So
far the reader does not suspect that the theme is charity. But these heavenly influences, inspiring man with a
higher life, form the anchorage for the bridge from Dreamland. The theme in the next stanza, Earth gets its
price,...
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