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was found to be a major variable within the Beacons of Excellence Schools. The University of Minnesota and the
Council for Exceptional Children identified key characteristics of high-performing secondary schools. Features
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achievement, and collaboration between general and special educators. The Education Development Center,
Inc. discovered how urban middle schools combine knowledge of features that lead to excellent general
education with strategies for including students with disabilities in general education classrooms. Strategies
included culturally responsive teaching, investigative learning, school-wide inclusive practices, and specific
instructional practices that put the schools stated philosophies into practice.
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